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DRAFT RESOLUTION
On the elimination and prevention of the accumulation of obsolete pesticide stockpiles in Africa
Penang, Malaysia, 2 December 2007

The participants of the 6th International Conference of Pesticide Action Network, 
Noting that more than 50,000 tonnes of obsolete pesticides have been identified in Africa and that some stocks are more than 40 years old;
Noting that obsolete pesticide stocks contain highly toxic chemicals and are often stored in very bad conditions, constituting a threat to the environment and the health in particular of very poor local populations; 

Noting that African countries do not have the necessary resources to ecologically dispose these stocks of obsolete pesticides; 

Recognizing the efforts made by the international community, and particularly the establishment of the Africa Stockpile Programme (ASP); 

Appreciative of the ASP’s decision to work closely with civil society in implementing the programme; 

Convinced that it is essential to prevent any further accumulation of obsolete pesticide stockpiles while placing more emphasis on prevention and alternative methods to chemical control; 

Having noted that the Africa Stockpile Programme was initiated at the end of 2000 but its effective implementation has been substantially delayed and that the situation created by obsolete pesticide stockpiles in Africa is deteriorating day by day; 
Appeal to all parties concerned by Africa Stockpile Programme to: 

- speed up the implementation of the African Programme on obsolete pesticide stockpiles to allow all African countries to benefit from the programme soon; 
- help strengthen the capacities and participation of civil society organizations at the local, national and international level, particularly those working in the areas of monitoring and control of the impacts of pesticides on the environment and on health, as well as those working in communication and alternative methods of pest and disease vector control;
- promote ecological agriculture  and biological control of locust invasions and other major pest in Africa in order to reduce the use of chemical pesticides that are dangerous to health and the environment. 
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